mind, as was also the need for the closest observation of the natural history of disease. Having himself learnt the lesson of having regard to the intentions of Nature, and of assisting her in her efforts (as Hippocrates had taught so long ago), he sought, above all, to impress on his contemporaries the fact that more could be left to Nature than they were in the habit of leaving her. " supply of fresh effluvia from a sound and athletic body may be transferred into a sick and exhausted one," and that they were more congenial to the human frame, being " bland, humid, equal, and permanent."
His treatment of hysterical conditions was similar to that of other practitioners of his time, being pretty much confined to the burning in the sick room of hides, feathers, hartshorn, urine, &c.," hysterical medicines which are of strong and foetid odour, and which will remand back to their proper places the exorbitant and wandering spirits." Such, it was supposed, was the mode of action of all medicines of this unpleasant class.
